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arithmetic, but gradually changed into places of religious
education only. The newer organization of Sunday schools
has given them a fresh lease of life, and their continued success,
especially for children whose home conditions are unfavour-
able, is devoutly to be wished. But on the whole a certain
decline in the numbers attending Sunday schools cannot be
regarded as counting for unrighteousness, if due heed is given
to the other educational influences which have increased in
strength. It must be confessed, moreover, that many parents
in Victorian times sent their children to the Sunday school in
order that they themselves might have an undisturbed nap on
Sunday afternoon. Small blame to them, whose hours of
respite from labour were so few on the other six days!
Dramatic art To an older generation it would have seemed
incongruous to count the drama among educa-
tional agencies, and blasphemous to mention the theatre and
the church in the same breath, as we do here. If we go back to
Elizabethan times, we find the theatre fiercely denounced as a
sink of iniquity1; and its reputation among puritan folk was
not much higher in the Victorian period. In our own day, the
professional theatre, though setting a high standard of acting
and production, cannot be regarded as a consistent ally of
church and school. For its aim is to supply a miscellaneous
public, of varying ethical and aesthetic standards, with what that
public seems to want for its amusement; and it does so for
payment received. Yet there was a time, before a race of
professional actors arose, when church and school could regard
the dramatic art as a powerful means of spiritual influence; and
there are abundant signs that play-acting, as our forebears
contemptuously called it, is coming into its own again in
education, not merely as a sugar-coating for the pills of the
curriculum, but as psychologically sound procedure. Play-
acting, because of its imaginative appeal, corresponds with
1 See J. Dover Wilson, Life in Shakespeare's England, chap. viL